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What is claimed is: 


1 A An audio equipment comprising: 
a power supply; 

a battery pack charger connected to the power supply; 
a circuit for producing an audio signal connected to the power supply; and 
a batteryy pack for use with a power tool, the battery pack removably 
connected to the\battery pack charger for charging. 


(e equipment of Claim 1 , wherein the battery pack is rechargeable. 

15 I 3. The equipment of Claim 1 , further comprising a housing supporting the 

power^supply, the battery pack charger and the audio circuit; and a receptacle 
assembly for^BGeiying trie battery pack flexibly connected to the main housing. 

4. The equipment of Claim 3, wherein the receptacle assembly comprises 
20 a receptacle housing and a\flexible gasket disposed between the receptacle 
housing and the main housir 


5. The equipment of Claim 4, wherein the receptacle assembly further 
comprises at least one retained disposed on the housing to prevent 
25 disengagement of the gasket. 
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6. The equipment of Claim 4, wherein the gasket is made of rubber or 

elastometer. 

\ 

5 7. The\ equipment of Claim 3, further comprising a door hingably 

connected to the main housing and opposite of the receptacle assembly. 

8. The equ\pjrient of Claim 7, wherein the door has a spring disposed 
thereon to bMs a battery disposed in the receptacle assembly towards a 

1 0 connecting position. 

9. The equipment of Claim 1, wherein the circuit is a radio circuit. 

10. The equipment bf Claim 1 , w h e rein a protective shield is disposed on 
1 5 said housing to prevent damages to said housing. 

1 1 . The equipment of Claim 10, wherein said shield is a bar. 

12. The equipment of Clafrn 10, wherein said shield is adapted to be 
20 releasably affixed to the housing. 

13. The equipment of Claim \0, wherein said shield is flexibly connected 
to the housing. 
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14. The equipment of Claim 13, further comprising a connector assembly 
flexibly connecting said shield to the housing. 

5 1 5. /The\equipment of Claim 1 4, wherein the connector assembly 

comprises ^flexible gasket. 
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16. The equipment of Claim 15, wherein the flexible gasket is disposed 
between the shield and trae housing. 


i 


A method for charging a battery pack comprising: 
providing an audio equipment component having a power supply, a circuit 
for producing an audio signal connected to the power supply and a charger 
connected to the power supply; 

disposing the battery pack in the charger; 
providing power to the battery pack; and 
removing the battery pack from the charger. 

5. </ 

Yg^ The method of Claim ^Y, further comprising inserting the battery pack 
20 into a power tool. 



19. The method of Claim 17, further comprising providing power to the 
radio circuit while providing power tp>tffe battery pack. 
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20. The method of Claim 17,JyrtKer comprising manually switching the 
power supply to provide powef to the radio circuit from the battery pack. 

21 . &n audio equipment comprising: 
a housing; 

audio circuitry installed within the housing; and 
a first protective shield flexibly connected to the housing. 

10 22. The edjipment of Claim 21 , further comprising a handle attached to 

the first protectiyefsihier 

23. The equipment of Claim 21 , further comprising a connector assembly 
flexibly connecting the^rst protective shield to the housing. 

15 

24. The equipment of Claim 23, wherein the connector assembly 
comprises a flexible gasket. 

25. The equipment o\ Claim 24, wherein the flexible gasket is disposed 
20 between the first protective shield and the housing. 

26. The equipment of Claim 21 , further comprising a second protective 
shield flexibly connected to tha housing. 
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The equipment of Claim 21 , wherein the first protective shield is a 


bar. 


28. A method of manufacturing an audio equipment, comprising: 

making a housing; 

providing a first protective shield; 

ftexib^ first protective shield to the housing. 
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i9. The method of Claim 28, further comprising installing circuitry for 
producing aqaudio signal, said circuitry being installed within the housing. 

30. The method of Claim 28TTufthgr comprising attaching a handle to the 
first protective shield. 

31 . The method of (fclaim 28, wherein connecting the first protective 
shield to the housing comprising providing a connector assembly between the 
first protective bar and the housing. 


32. The method of Clajm 31 , wherein the connector assembly comprises 
a flexible gasket. 
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»3. The method of Claim 28, further comprising flexibly connecting a 
second protective shield to the housing. 


34. Vhe method of Claim 28, wherein the first protective shield is 
5 injection-mended. 

35. Th^ method of Claim 28, wherein the first protective shield is made 
using a ^as :: assjst4njection molding process. 
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6. The method of Claim 28, wherein the first protective shield is a bar. 

37. Arhejectftonic equipment comprising: 
a main housinc 

a receptacle assembly for receiving a battery flexibly connected to the 
main housing. 


20 


38. The equipment of Claim 37, wherein the receptacle assembly 
comprises a receptacle housing and a flexible gasket disposed between the 
receptacle housing and the main housing. 

39. The equipment of \Claim 38, wherein the receptacle assembly further 
comprises at least one retainef disposed on the housing to prevent 
disengagement of the gasket. 
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40. \The equipment of Claim 38, wherein the gasket is made of rubber or 
elastometer. 

5 41 . TheVequipment of Claim 37, further comprising a door hingably 

connected to the main housing and opposite of the receptacle assembly. 


42. The equipment of Claim 41 , wherein the door has a spring disposed 
thereon to bias a bakery disposed in the receptacle assembly towards a 
10 connecting position. 

"MQ. An apparatus comprising: 
a housing; 

an audio circuit for producing an audio signal disposed in the housing; 
15 a charger disposed in the housing; 

a receptacle in the charger; 

a battery pack detachably connectable in a power tool mounted in the 
receptacle; 

a first electrical circuit in the charger for charging the battery pack and for 
20 powering the audio circuit; and 

a connector for connecting the first electrical circuit to a power source. 
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^ ( 44. The apparatus of Claim 43 wherein Jje-donnector is adapted for 
connection to an AC power source, apd-tfie apparatus further comprising a 
second electrical circuit^nfiectable to the battery pack for powering the radio 
when the cerinector is disconnected from an AC power source. 


3. I 

The apparatus of Claim wherein the audio circuit is a radio circuit. 
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